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Murder IJit:u -to open 

Wednesday in Elbow Lake 
. By Paul llo■well appealed the issue 10 the Mil111e1wla 

Al press time, the trial of John Keep, Supreme Court which made the same 
au 18-ycar-olct Hoffman ma.. ·••lfo has ruling. 
hecn chat·gcd in' the murder of Kurla .Jo The S.tate Supreme Court stated that 
Nieland, also of Hoffman, was scheduled the findings of the juvenile court \\•ere 
to begip at 9. a.n1 .. �edoesday at the correct and that public safety would not 
Grnnt County Cmirthou!ic. l(cep stands be se,rved by keeping Keep within the 
trial ;11 lh<! May 17, 1981 b1,rnting dealh juvemle system. 
Qt' 21\lieht;Qd, who was a seni6r at Hoff- Grant County Attorney Jon Stafsholt, 
man-Ke11sJngtorr High Schoo.I, who is prosecuting the case, chnrgcd 

Earlie{'. th(s year the MiUnesofrt' su� Keep, w,ith secort<l ·and third. chigrce 
preme Court r11led that iteep 1nus.t stapd murder . shortly after the denth of the 

· tr .la.1 lls a11adult for the''al1eg-cd morder victim. The May 19 trial date was set by
of Ni<:IIJ!Jd,. _In June . 1981, ·. a juvenile District Judge Thomas Stahlor, from
c51urt Jlldgc ;ruled lhul H<cep,. then 17, Morris, at an omnibus hearing held at
shoiild stand trial as an adult and lhal the Grant County Courthouse April 8.
there was probably.caus� to cha1,ge him ,As this week's Herald went to print,
with the <!rime. ' · there was a possibility that Keep's

Kccp's attorneys 11ppealed that deci- defense attorney, Mark Peterson, may
sion: to a three-judge District Court panel wish to 1·equesl a change of venue
which affirmed the decision of the which, if granted, would postpone the
\1vcnilc court. Kc•l·p's attorneys then trial.
\


